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Plant Health Australia is the national coordinator of the 
government-industry partnership for plant biosecurity in 
Australia. As a not-for-profit company, PHA services the 
needs of Members and independently advocates on 
behalf of the national plant biosecurity system.  
PHA’s efforts help minimise plant pest impacts, enhance 
Australia’s plant health status, assist trade, safeguard the 
livelihood of producers, support the sustainability and 
profitability of plant industries and the communities that 
rely upon them, and preserve environmental health and 
amenity.  
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au 

© Plant Health Australia Limited 2025 
 

Copyright in this publication is owned by Plant Health 
Australia Limited, except when content has been 
provided by other contributors, in which case copyright 
may be owned by another person. With the exception of 
any material protected by a trademark, this publication is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non 
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 International licence. Any 
use of this publication, other than as authorised under 
this licence or copyright law, is prohibited. 

 

 
CANEGROWERS is the peak body for Australian 
sugarcane growers. CANEGROWERS Australia represents 
around 80% of Australia’s sugarcane growers. 
CANEGROWERS is a highly successful lobby, 
representation and services group, with 19 offices across 
Queensland and New South Wales. CANEGROWERS 
represents the Australian sugarcane industry as a 
member of PHA.  
www.canegrowers.com.au 

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
These details the relevant licence conditions, including 
the full legal code. This licence allows for non-commercial 
redistribution, as long as it is passed along unchanged 
and in whole, with credit to Plant Health Australia. 

 
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) invests in and manages a 
portfolio of research, development and extension 
projects that drive productivity, profitability and 
sustainability for the Australian sugarcane industry. SRA 
is an industry-owned company, funded by a government 
matched statutory levy paid by growers and milling 
businesses.  
sugarresearch.com.au   

Disclaimer: The material contained in this publication is 
produced for general information only. It is not intended as 
professional advice on any particular matter. No person 
should act or fail to act on the basis of any material 
contained in this publication without first obtaining specific 
and independent professional advice. Plant Health Australia 
and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia in preparing 
this publication, expressly disclaim all and any liability to any 
persons in respect of anything done by any such person in 
reliance, whether in whole or in part, on this publication. The 
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those 
of Plant Health Australia.  

 
Australian Sugar Manufacturers, formerly known as the 
Australian Milling Council (ASMC), represents Australia’s 
raw sugar manufacturers and exporters and is an 
advocate for a range of policy, regulatory and legislative 
topics that affect the sugar value chain. 
sugarmanufacturers.org 

This guide was developed by Plant Health Australia, 
CANEGROWERS, Sugar Research Australia, Australian 
Sugar Manufacturers, the Queensland Department of 
Primary Industries with financial support from Sugar 
Research Australia Limited. 
This publication is designed for use by farmers and their 
staff, contractors, millers, researchers and consultants 
working in the sugarcane industry.  It shows simple 
procedures that you can use to minimise the risk of 
introducing and spreading weeds, pests and diseases 
onto properties. 
 

http://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://sugarresearch.com.au/
https://sugarmanufacturers.org/
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Introduction 
Pests and diseases can severely affect your farm. It makes good business sense to reduce the risk by 
taking measures to improve biosecurity. 

This guide contains:  
• A checklist of recommended best-practice activities you can implement on your property to 

reduce the risk of spreading pests and diseases, increase your biosecurity preparedness and 
safeguard your business against biosecurity threats.  

• Background information on each checklist activity grouped by key themes 
• ‘Quick Tips’ for Setting up a washdown area and Mapping your property 
• Templates including vehicle contamination cleaning, pest surveillance and visitor register  

In Queensland, under the Biosecurity Act 2014, everyone has a general biosecurity obligation (GBO) to 
ensure they do not spread a pest, disease or a contaminant.  
Likewise, in New South Wales, under the Biosecurity Act 2015, everyone has a general obligation to act 
to prevent the introduction and spread of pests, diseases, weeds and contaminants. The Biosecurity Act 
2015 relates to the prevention, elimination, minimisation and management of biosecurity risks.  
As part of fulfilling your general obligation to prevent or minimise biosecurity risks, the Queensland 
government recommends to: 

• ‘Come clean, go clean’ meaning you should ensure your shoes, clothing, vehicles and 
equipment are clean before you enter and leave agricultural properties, park or forests  

• Check for and follow biosecurity zones and other movement restrictions and local requirements 
before moving certain plant material, soil and related equipment  

• Additionally, you should also be aware of any biosecurity management activities or plans in 
place before entering a property   

• Be informed about pests and diseases, including specific risks to your area  
 

More information 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Queensland Biosecurity Act 2014 
Queensland Government 
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-
2014-007   

 
 

New South Wales Biosecurity Act 2015 
New South Wales Government 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-
biosecurity/legislation/biosecurity-act-2015   

 
 

General obligation (New South Wales) 
New South Wales Government 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-
biosecurity/general-biosecurity-duty  

 

 

 
 

General biosecurity obligation (Queensland) 
Queensland Government 
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-
legislation-regulation/biosecurity-act-2014/general-biosecurity-
obligation  

 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2014-007
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-biosecurity/legislation/biosecurity-act-2015
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2014-007
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2014-007
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-biosecurity/legislation/biosecurity-act-2015
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-biosecurity/legislation/biosecurity-act-2015
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-biosecurity/general-biosecurity-duty
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/managing-biosecurity/general-biosecurity-duty
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-act-2014/general-biosecurity-obligation
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-act-2014/general-biosecurity-obligation
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-act-2014/general-biosecurity-obligation


4 
 

Ea
sy

 w
ay

s 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 y
ou

r f
ar

m
 

Easy ways to protect your farm 
Farm Inputs  
 Source sugarcane planting material and seeds for alternative crops from reputable suppliers 

and ensure planting material is checked and found to be free from pests.  
 Ensure approved seed or tissue culture plants are purchased when replanting. 
 Where possible, ratoon cane no more than four times. 
 Request and maintain records that state the source and testing history of planting material and 

maintain a register of propagation material. 
 Only plant sugarcane varieties recommended by the local Regional Variety Committee 

(RVC)(See SRA Variety Guides). 
 Use certified fertiliser. 
 Record the source of organic fertilisers, delivery and application dates. 
 When acquiring compost, soil conditioners and mulches, look for compliance with Australian 

Standards and maintain records when batches are used and where they are applied on your 
property.  

 Monitor water sources on your property for anything unusual such as weeds. 
 Protect water sources on your property from being accessed by wild and feral animals. 

Production Practices 
 Work with Production Services to monitor crop and fallow areas for pests, diseases and weeds. 
 Report resistant varieties that become heavily infected. 

People, Vehicles and Equipment 
 Provide visitors access to appropriate hygiene supplies including handwashing facilities, hand 

sanitiser, gloves, overalls and disinfectant foot baths. 
 Ensure anyone recently returned from overseas has clean footwear and clothing before 

entering the farm.  
 Limit visitor access to production areas by providing a designated parking area for visitors, 

ensuring visitors stick to paths and designated roadways and where possible, use dedicated 
farm vehicles to transport visitors around your property and wash vehicles down.  

 Ensure that machinery entering, leaving or being used on your property is clean. 
 Disinfect equipment including harvesters, knives, cutters and planters. 
 Put up biosecurity signs at entrances. 

Feral Animals and Weeds 
 If possible, consider installing fencing to keep out movements of animals, people and vehicles 

that can spread pests, diseases and weeds.  
 Control volunteer plants that can harbour pests and diseases. 

Train, Plan and Record 
 Train staff and visitors on biosecurity requirements. 
 Learn about exotic pest threats and teach your staff and contractors. 
 Report any unusual pests and diseases and make sure your staff know how to as well.  
 Undertake training in use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals and always follow label 

instructions. 
 Maintain appropriate records for your property, for example, chemical treatments used. 
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Farm Inputs 
Sugarcane farms use a variety of inputs including sugarcane seeds, planting material, fertiliser, 
compost, soil conditioners, mulches, water and machinery.  
Almost anything moved onto your property can be a potential source of pests and diseases.  
It is recommended to monitor all materials that enter your property including water to limit pests 
and disease entering your farm. 

Seeds and Planting Material  
Sugarcane planting material includes stalks, 
setts, billets and tissue culture plants. Ensure 
sugarcane planting material and seeds for 
alternative crops such as legumes are purchased 
from reputable sources and that they are free of 
pests and diseases. 
Infected planting material presents a risk to your 
business. Often, you will not be able to assess the 
quality of planting material just by looking at it. 
Plants that appear to be clean and healthy may 
still contain pests and disease. It is essential to 
source planting material from accredited 
suppliers.  
Never use poor quality or diseased planting material as it can infect your entire crop. 
Request and maintain records that show the source and testing history of planting material to allow 
the origin of diseases, pests or weeds to be traced if an outbreak occurs. 
Sugarcane Productivity Services operate approved seed plots and coordinate the supply of tissue 
culture plants in all cane growing areas. Approved seed or tissue culture plants provide clean plant 
material that is multiplied on farm to supply commercial plantings. Productivity Services conduct 
inspections of seed sources as required. 
Growers should purchase approved seed when replanting. It must be planted into fallow land to 
prevent contamination by pests and diseases that could spread from volunteer plants.  
Where possible, ratoon cane no more than four times. Doing so will reduce pests and diseases and 
potential yield losses. 
 

Recommendations 
 Source sugarcane planting material and seeds for alternative crops from reputable suppliers 

and ensure planting material is checked and found to be free from pests. 
 Ensure approved seed or tissue culture plants are purchased when replanting. 
 Where possible, ratoon cane no more than four times. 
 Request and maintain records that state the source and testing history of planting material 

and maintain a register of propagation material. 

Figure 1. Image by CANEGROWERS. 
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Varieties 
The Australian sugar industry relies on using sugarcane varieties 
that are resistant to disease. It is vital that all producers adhere 
to this strategy to protect individual crops and the industry in 
the region.  
Australian sugarcane growers are advised to choose sugarcane 
varieties recommended by Regional Variety Committees (RVCs) 
in their region, which are resistant to local diseases. Lists of 
currently recommended varieties are maintained by RVCs and 
can be found in the ‘Regional Variety Guides’ which are updated 
each year and are available on the SRA website.   
 

Recommendations 

 

 

 
 

Sugar Research Australia Regional Variety Guides 
Sugar Research Australia 
https://sugarresearch.com.au/growers/varieties/  

 
 

 

 
 

Sugar Research Australia Variety Guides 
Sugar Research Australia 
https://youtu.be/yUrulG27jc8  

 
 

Fertiliser 
Fertilisers have the potential to introduce diseases, pests and weeds onto your property. It is 
recommended to monitor all fertiliser that enters your property.  
Organic fertilisers such as manure and compost can be sources of weeds if they are not composted 
thoroughly.  
Reduce the risk of purchasing contaminated or non-compliant fertiliser by ensuring that the 
supplier is following the Fertiliser Industry Federation of Australia Purchasing Code of Practice or 
has equivalent quality controls in place.  
It is also recommended that producers record the source of organic fertilisers, delivery and 
application dates so that any problems that may occur they can be traced back to their point of 
origin. 
 

Recommendations 

 

 
 

Fertiliser Australia 
Fertiliser Australia 
https://fertilizer.org.au/  

 

 Only plant sugarcane varieties recommended by the 
local Regional Variety Committee (RVC)(See SRA 
Variety Guides). 

 Use certified fertiliser from a supplier following the Fertiliser Industry Federation of Australia 
Purchasing Code of Practice. 

 Record the source of organic fertilisers, delivery and application dates. 

https://sugarresearch.com.au/growers/varieties/
https://youtu.be/yUrulG27jc8
https://fertilizer.org.au/
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Compost, Soil Conditioners and Mulches 
Compost, soil conditioners and mulches also be a 
source of contamination onto your property. When 
acquiring these inputs, look for compliance with the 
Australian Standard AS4454 2012 that applies to 
compost, soil conditioners and mulches. 
When buying compost from suppliers, ask for testing 
history or a quality assurance certificate. It is also a 
good idea to record when batches were used on your 
farm and where they were applied.  
If you are making your own compost, do not include 
source material that you know comes from diseased 
plants or animals.  
As general best practice, regularly check your property 
for signs of new pests, diseases or weeds.  
 

Recommendations 

Water Sources 
Sources of water on a property may include dams, drains and/or creeks. It is important to protect 
water sources on your property from being accessed with wild and feral animals, which have the 
potential to introduce contamination including pests and diseases. Furthermore, it is also important 
to monitor water sources on your property for signs of contamination, pests, diseases, weeds and 
ferals, including areas that have been recently landscape such as new dams. For example, weed seeds 
such as those of Mimosa diplotricha (Giant Sensitive Plant) and Rottboellia cochinchinensis (Itch grass) 
can be transported by water. Flooding events can also provide an opportunity for pests and weeds 
to become established, and for animals to come onto your property, so keep an eye out for new 
weeds in areas where flood waters may have run across your land from neighbouring properties.  
 

Recommendations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When acquiring compost, soil conditioners and mulches, look for compliance with Australian 
Standards and maintain records when batches are used and where they are applied on your 
property.  

 Monitor water sources on your property for anything unusual such as weeds. 
 Protect water sources on your property from being accessed by wild and feral animals. 

Figure 2. Image by CANEGROWERS. 



8 
 

Pr
od

uc
tio

n 
Pr

ac
tic

es
 

Production Practices 
You can reduce the risk of spreading pests and diseases by using simple biosecurity measures 
as part of your everyday farm management practice.  

Monitoring crops and fallow areas for pests, diseases and 
weeds 
Monitoring your crops and fallow areas provides the best 
protection against new pests, diseases and weeds. Any 
unusual pests or symptoms should be reported. Your 
Productivity Services is a good place to start. 
Monitoring the health of your crop is a fundamental part of 
farm management and gives the best chance of spotting a 
new pest soon after it arrives. The earlier you or your staff 
report or respond to an issue the better chance you have of 
limiting its impact.  
Pay particular attention to high-risk areas where pests are 
most likely to enter and establish on your property such as 
cane loading areas (sidings or pads), near wash-down areas, 
and along public roads, creeks, drainage lines and railways.  
Fallow areas should also be monitored for signs of new 
weeds, or volunteer plants that can shelter pests between 
cane growing periods.  
Finding a new pest or disease on your property early 
gives you and the whole industry the best chance of 
controlling it. 
 

Recommendations 

 

Monitoring disease symptoms in 
resistant varieties 
Sugarcane varieties that are rated as ‘resistant’ to 
specific pathogens can become sensitive to that 
pathogen over time. It might be that the pathogen has 
evolved to overcome plant resistance, or a new strain 
of the disease has entered Australia. An example of this 
was the outbreak of orange rust in variety Q124.  
Varieties that are rated as resistant may include a few 
infected plants, however, if a resistant variety becomes 
widely infected with a disease, you should report it 
immediately.  
 

Recommendations 

 Work with your local Productivity Service to monitor crop and fallow areas for pests, diseases 
and weeds. 

 Report resistant varieties that become heavily infected. 

Figure 3. Image by CANEGROWERS. 

Figure 4. Image by Plant Health Australia. 
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People, Vehicles and Equipment 
Pests and weeds can spread in soil and plant material on vehicles, equipment, footwear and 
clothing. For this reason, anyone visiting your farm and any vehicles, equipment or machinery 
coming on to the property can introduce pests and weeds onto your farm.  

People 
Make sure that staff, contractors and visitors are aware of 
your biosecurity requirements and follow your guidelines. 
Provide visitors access to appropriate hygiene supplies 
including handwashing facilities, hand sanitiser, gloves, 
overalls and disinfectant foot baths. 
To ensure your property does not become a source of 
pests for others, you also have a responsibility to inform 
visitors of any declared or notifiable pests present on your 
farm, such as Fiji leaf gall to prevent their spread. 
 

Recommendations 

 

 
 

Biosecurity and people movement on farms 
Farm Biosecurity 
https://youtu.be/vijE9bszf64  

 
 

Vehicles 
While it is impractical to stop all vehicle movement on and 
around your property, there are steps you can take to limit the 
risks that they pose on your crop. For example, it is best practice 
to ensure that all visitors’ vehicles are restricted to a designated 
parking area or are cleaned before entering production areas. 
Vehicles and equipment that need to enter production areas can 
be cleaned using high pressure water or compressed air.  
To minimise the risk of spreading weeds, pests and diseases, 
limit visitor’s vehicle access to production areas or use dedicated 
farm vehicles to move through production areas. Those vehicles 
should not leave the farm. Otherwise, provide a wash-down 
facility to clean vehicles before allowing access to production areas.  
 

Recommendations 

 Provide visitors access to appropriate hygiene supplies including handwashing facilities, hand 
sanitiser, gloves, overalls and disinfectant foot baths. 

 Ensure anyone recently returned from overseas has clean footwear and clothing before 
entering the farm. 

 Where possible, use dedicated farm vehicles to transport visitors around your property. 
 Limit visitor access to production areas by providing a designated parking area for visitors, or 

ensure visitors stick to designated roadways and wash down their vehicles when needed. 

Figure 5. Image by Farm Biosecurity. 

Figure 6. Image by Farm Biosecurity. 

https://youtu.be/vijE9bszf64
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Machinery 
Any machinery coming onto your property poses a risk of spreading pests, diseases and weed seeds. 
This includes contractors involved in harvesting, planting or fertilising sugarcane or other crops.  
Billets left in a billet planter or harvester could be infected with diseases like ratoon stunting disease, 
leaf scald or Fiji leaf gall. If these billets are planted 
on your farm, they could introduce or spread 
diseases around your property.  
Providing a suitable wash-down facility away from 
production areas is a good way of helping 
contractors to only use clean machinery on your 
property. This is especially important to reduce 
the risk of spreading serious sugarcane diseases 
such as Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD).   
You have the right to ask contractors to clean 
machinery before entering and leaving your farm. 
 

Recommendations 

 

 
 

Cleaning down your harvester 
Sugar Research Australia 
https://youtu.be/yjXCfbFnEJg  

 
 

 
 

Effective farm wash down facilities 
Plant Health Australia 
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2024/01/Effective-farm-wash-down-facilities.pdf   

Equipment  
Wash and disinfect all planting equipment including 
harvesters, cane knives, whole-stalk cane cutters and 
planters.  
Always cut and plant the cane with machinery that has 
been thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. Cleaning 
equipment such as cane knives and harvesters between 
uses reduces the risk of spreading serious sugarcane 
diseases such as Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD).   
Recommendations 

 

 
 

Vehicle and equipment biosecurity on farms 
Farm Biosecurity 
https://youtu.be/yjXCfbFnEJg  

 

 Ensure that machinery entering, leaving or being used on your property is clean. 

 Disinfect equipment including harvesters, 
knives, cutters and planters  

 

Figure 7. Image by CANEGROWERS. 

Figure 8. Image by CANEGROWERS. 

https://youtu.be/yjXCfbFnEJg
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Effective-farm-wash-down-facilities.pdf
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Effective-farm-wash-down-facilities.pdf
https://youtu.be/yjXCfbFnEJg
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Biosecurity Signage 
Biosecurity signs help to control 
movement onto and around your 
property.  
Signs at the main entrance to your 
property alert visitors to the need to 
comply with the measures you have in 
place. Other signs can show visitors 
where to park and where to clean down 
their vehicles or equipment, if needed.  
Signs should contain simple messages, 
for example, ‘Do not enter the farm 
without prior approval’ or ‘Use wash 
down facilities for cleaning vehicles 
and machinery’. They should also 
provide your contact details including 
your mobile phone number or UHF 
channel. 
Signs should also be clear, visible and 
well maintained and be supported by 
additional biosecurity measures such 
as restricted access points.  
Biosecurity signs are a good way to 
alert visitors of potential risks that 
their visit poses to your business and 
inform them of your requirements 
while on your property.  
 

 

Recommendations 

 

 
 

Biosecurity Gate Sign Template 
Farm Biosecurity 
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/Farm-Biosecurity-sign-900x600-V2.pdf   

 https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/gate-signs/   
   

 

Farm Biosecurity Aluminium Signs 
https://www.k2ksigns.com.au/products/visitors-please-respect-farm-
biosecurity-sign?variant=31215373516843  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Put up biosecurity signs at entrances. 

Figure 9. Ensure signs are visible at entrances advising of biosecurity and 
quarantine areas. 

https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Farm-Biosecurity-sign-900x600-V2.pdf
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Farm-Biosecurity-sign-900x600-V2.pdf
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/gate-signs/
https://www.k2ksigns.com.au/products/visitors-please-respect-farm-biosecurity-sign?variant=31215373516843
https://www.k2ksigns.com.au/products/visitors-please-respect-farm-biosecurity-sign?variant=31215373516843
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Feral Animals and Weeds 
Wild and Feral Animals 
Wild and feral animals pose a risk to your property through direct impact on production and their 
potential to carry diseases, pests and weed seeds onto and around your property.  
Vermin like rats can damage crops, spread diseases and contaminate water sources. Rat management 
therefore reduces yield losses and the risk of cane quality. Similarly, feral pigs are among 
Queensland’s most widespread and damaging pest animals. They degrade soil and water, damage 
crops and livestock, and carry diseases. Feral pigs cause losses of an estimated 20,000 tonnes of 
sugarcane each year. Fences will limit access by wild or feral animals that can carry pests and weed 
seeds. 
 

Volunteer Plants and Weeds 
Volunteer plants and weeds in production areas can also 
harbour pests and diseases, providing a source of inoculum 
to reinfect the next crop. 
Ensure that crop destruction and follow-up controls remove 
all volunteers in paddocks. Where possible control 
volunteers and weeds along roadways and head ditches.  
It is also a good idea to establish a weed management plan 
for your property, including plans to eradicate, contain or 
manage current weeds on your property and to prevent the 
introduction of new ones. You are likely to need a 
combination of practices to manage existing weeds, 
including herbicides and cultural practices like trash 
blanketing, strategic tillage and farm hygiene.  
Fires, floods and storms can often provide an opportunity 
for pests and weeds to become established, and for animals 
to come onto your property.  
To ensure this does not become an issue, regularly inspect 
your property for the presence of diseases, pests, weeds 
and ferals, particularly areas such as new roads or dams, or areas damaged in storms such as fences. 
Keep an eye out for new weeds in the areas where flood waters may have run across your property.  
 

Recommendations 

 
 

Pl@ntNet Weed Identification App 
Sugar Research Australia 
https://sugarresearch.com.au/growers/weeds/plantnet/  

 

 If possible, consider installing fencing to keep out movements of animals, people and vehicles 
that can spread pests, diseases and weeds. 

 Control volunteer plants that can harbour pests and diseases. 
 

Figure 10. Itch grass poses a significant challenge to 
cane growers. Image by Sugar Research Australia. 

https://sugarresearch.com.au/growers/weeds/plantnet/
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Train, Plan and Record 
An important part of limiting pests and diseases on your farm and surrounding farms is ensuring 
staff are well trained, that you can trace where farm inputs including planting material came from, 
and that you have records of purchases, sales and machinery movement.  

Training Staff 
Anyone working on your property, including friends, family and contractors, may not know how easily 
diseases, pests and weeds can spread and how to prevent them from impacting your business. Inform 
staff of the biosecurity standards required on site and provide training if necessary. Display signs to 
remind staff and visitors of the importance of biosecurity.  
Make sure your staff keep a lookout for unusual pests. Make sure that they can recognise established 
and exotic species, and that they know how to report them. Refer to Plant Protection Series 
Volume 2 Pests, Diseases and Weeds of Sugarcane for more information. If you don’t know what 
the identity of a pest is, talk to your Productivity Services. 
Training is also an important aspect to ensure the safety of yourself and others on your property. For 
example, training in the use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals and always following label 
instructions is best practice to ensure chemical safety on your property. 
 

Recommendations 

Recordkeeping  
Recordkeeping is an important step in 
protecting your property, crop, staff and 
visitors. A variety of records should be kept 
for your property for different purposes 
sources of inputs, pesticide use and having 
a visitor’s log (hardcopy, electronic or via 
an app).  
For example, it is best practice to maintain 
records for purposes including:  

• Chemical treatments used on your 
property. 

• The source of organic fertilisers, delivery and application dates so that any problems can be 
traced back to the origin.  

• When batches of compost were used on your farm and where they were applied.  
• Propagation material.  

 

Recommendations 

 Train staff and visitors on biosecurity requirements. 
 Learn about exotic pest threats and teach your staff and contractors. 
 Report any unusual pests and diseases and make sure your staff know how to as well. 
 Undertake training in the use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals and always follow label 

instructions. 

 Maintain appropriate records for your property, for example, chemical treatments used. 
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Quick Tips: Setting Up a Washdown Area 
 

Why do I need a washdown area? 
Vehicles and machinery have the potential to spread 
soil borne pests and diseases such as Ratoon 
Stunting Disease (RSD) as well as invasive plants 
which can harm your property and the environment.  
One of the best ways to manage the risk posed by 
vehicles and machinery is to set up a washdown area 
and clean them when they enter and leave your 
property.   
 

 

 

 

 

How do I set up a washdown area? 
Select your location 
Position your washdown area near the entry/exit points of your property away from any production areas and 
at least 30 metres away from any watercourse or waterbody. This reduces the risk of introducing contaminated 
material such as plant debris, which may harbour pests and diseases, as well as runoff water, from entering and 
contaminating production areas.  
If possible, select a location that has access to power and high-pressure water. Alternatively, at non-powered 
sites, ensure a supply of petrol is available to enable use of alternative cleaning equipment such as a petrol-
powered cleaning pressure washer.  
 
Define the dimensions of your washdown bay 
Your washdown area should be large enough to 
accommodate various sizes of vehicles and 
machinery. As a guide, ensure the washdown bay pad 
is approximately 2 metres bigger in length and width 
than the largest vehicle or machine for which it is to 
be used. This is to reduce the likelihood that water 
used for cleaning will splash and spread beyond the 
washdown area. Remember to clean down the wash 
pad between uses so it is ready for the next vehicle. 
 
 
 

Select your surface 
Ideally, the surface of a washdown area should be sealed and constructed from a material such as concrete or 
bitumen. Alternatively, gravel or blue metal can be used, however use of compacted gravel or blue metal should 
be avoided if runoff water is likely to drain elsewhere away from the washdown area.  
 
Ensure your washdown facility is well signed  
Ensure your washdown area is clearly signed and displays instructions to visitors about how to use it.  
 
 

Figure 12. Soil and plant material can adhere to machinery, trucks and 
vehicles, therefore posing a risk of spreading pests and diseases. 

Figure 11. Ideally, the surface of a washdown facility should be sealed 
and constructed from a material such as concrete or bitumen. Image by 
Chris Anderson. 
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Manage runoff responsibly 
Ensure that runoff water is directed away from 
production areas and will not drain into waterways, 
watercourses or waterbodies, including into ditches 
that lead to production areas. This is important not only 
for reducing the risk of spreading pests and diseases, 
but also for safeguarding the environment from 
pollution by chemicals such as detergents and oils, 
which may be present in wastewater from your 
washdown bay.  
 

Develop a Biosecurity Vehicle Kit 
Keeping essentials stocked in a ‘Biosecurity Vehicle Kit’ ensures appropriate equipment is on hand to 
decontaminate vehicles, machinery and equipment entering and leaving your property as well as hands and 
shoes of personnel. It is suggested to keep a plastic tub handy to store these items, so they are kept together 
and accessible when needed.  

Some suggestions of things to include are: 

 Hard brush and pan to dislodge soil and plant 
matter and clean vehicle floors and surfaces as well 
as shoes, clothes and equipment  

 Disposable gloves 
 Handwash or hand sanitiser 
 Spray bottle containing a cleaning agent such as a 

detergent, dilute bleach solution of 70% 
methylated spirits in 30% water 

 Paper towel  
 Hessian bag/mat (to place on the ground if setting 

up a foot bath near a field) 
 Plastic bags for storing dirty clothes, shoes or equipment 

Using a washdown area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

*Do not use water on machinery with sensitive electronic equipment.  

            Rinse             Decontaminate Wash down 

Wash all vehicles and machinery* 
entering and exiting the washdown 
bay with high pressure water, such 

as delivered by an electrical-
powered or petrol-powered high-

pressure washer. 

Apply a decontaminant 
solution to all surfaces that 

have come into contact with 
mud and dirt such as tools, 
footwear, floor mats and 

foot pedals.  

Use high pressure water to 
rinse off the decontaminant. 

Move the vehicle off the wash 
pad to a dry surface. Clean the 
wash pad down so it is ready 

for its next use. 
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Quick Tips: Mapping Your Property 
A property map is an important tool as it provides a visual representation of production areas and 
entry points on your property. Your property map can also be given to visitors so they can adhere to 
your requirements.  

When creating a map of your property, consider                                                                                 
including the features below: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If property is mixed farming with stock: 
 

 

 

 

 

It is also important to consider access for utility and service providers. It is a good idea to have a 
specific property map to give to utility providers and their contractors, which outlines the location of 
power poles and suggested routes for the works to take to gain access. You should consider where 
the poles/utility fixtures are location and associated risks. For example, poles located within a 
cropped paddock may be more prone to associated vehicle and machinery biosecurity risks, as 
opposed to poles near the sheds. Have copies of this specific map printed off and draw with a market 
the route you wish the worker to take. You may also be able to scan this and email it to the provider 
prior to their visit, along with your biosecurity expectations.  

Recommendations 

 

 Where entry can be gained to your property 

 Parking areas on your property 

 House and office areas 

 Where roadways are situated 

 Sheds, dams, silos, machinery parking areas and 
any other significant structure 

 Where production areas are 

 Any old or existing hazards (e.g. old or existing 
dumps) 

 Any significant weed or pest infestations 

 Water ways 

 Location of designated clean down/wash down 
facilities 

 Location of power poles and other utility fixtures 

 Stockyards 
 Stock quarantine area 

 Drought or fodder feeding points 

 Watering points 

 Design a property map and provide copies for visitors, including utility and service providers 
 For utility and service providers, provide a specific map that outlines the route you wish them 

to take to access key infrastructure such as power poles located on your property 

A property map also allows you to identify 
zones on your property that might require 
different levels of activity.  

Zoning is the division of the property into 
separate areas and the management of 
movement between and within these zones. 
A three-zone system helps to manage 
movement, create separation between 
different areas of farming activities and 
restrict movement onto and off your farm. 

Cool zone 
(e.g. House) 

Minimum to no contact 
with crop or animals on 
property. Low requirement 
to restrict access. 

Warm zone 
(e.g. Sheds, 
silos, 
roadways, 
stockyards) 

Some contact with crops 
or animals but can be 
managed by having 
gravelled areas or extra 
surveillance. 

Hot zone 
(e.g. the 
production 
areas of the 
property) 

Significant restricted 
access. Only people and 
vehicles that need to 
enter these areas should 
have access. 
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Property Map                                                                                                   Date: 
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Smartcane Best Management 
Practice (BMP)  
CANEGROWERS delivers the Smartcane BMP project with funding from the 
Queensland Government's Reef Water Quality Program and CANEGROWERS. 
The aim of the program is to recognise best management practices carried 
out by Australian cane growers. All cane growing businesses, regardless of 
size and location are eligible to register for the Smartcane BMP program.  
 

 

 

 
The program comprises of eight modules in total: three core modules (Modules 1, 2 and 3) and five 
optional modules (Modules 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8): 
 

 
Figure 13. Modules in the Smartcane Best Management Practice program. Modules 1,2 and 3 are core whilst the remainder are optional. 

 
 

 
 

Smartcane Best Management Practice (BMP) 
SmartCane 
https://smartcane.com.au/  

 
 

 

Module 1: Soil 
health and 

nutrient 
management

Module 2: 
Irrigation and 

drainage 
management

Module 3: 
Weed, pest 
and disease 

management

Module 4: 
Pathway to 
sustainable 

sugar

Module 5: 
Planting and 
harvesting

Module 6: 
Farm business 
management

Module 7: 
Natural 
systems 

management

Module 8: 
Workplace 
health and 

safety

https://smartcane.com.au/
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