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A focus on soil health can deliver yield gains to the sugarcane
industry. Having an improved understanding of what a healthy
soil is, combined with better testing and measurement tools,
will offer advantages in farming sugarcane.
The project is assessing and building upon previous research on
soil health. Efforts will focus on defining features of healthy soils
and how growers can identify and improve farming practices.

Meeting growers needs
We are working closely with growers to develop tools and
products that will add value and assist them in making
decisions about the way they farm. Commercial demonstration
sites across the Burdekin and Herbert regions will show the
value of farming practices that improve the health of soil.
Growers are encouraged to visit the sites and join the growing
group of people who are improving the health of their soils.
Members of the group will explore soil on their farm and the
impact a healthier soil could have on tonnes of cane and
sugar per hectare.
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Defining soil health

Soil health toolbox

The project will measure over 50 chemical,
physical and biological indicators to identify a
sub-set of tests which most describe soil health
in sugarcane farming systems. This test will
then be made available to industry.

The project will define the important features
of a healthy soil and the benchmarks for
success. It will support testing of these key
indicators, through to the commercial release
to the industry.

Demonstrating the difference

Getting soil health all in one place

Measuring the change in soil performance and
the economic return from implementing practice
change will be performed on demonstration
sites across participating regions.

A web-based hub will bring all the information
collected and developed on soil health in
sugarcane to centralised point, supporting a
network of people improving the health of soils.

Local support in implementing any on-farm change is vital and the project has dedicated a regional
based soil health officer to assist growers interested in improving the health of their soil.
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(Above Left) : Richard Brackin (UQ) conducting soil tests
from project demonstration sites. (Above Right) Willy Lucas,
one of the demonstration site growers, speaking with the
project team at his farm in the Burdekin

