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Ratoon shootborer
Ratoon shootborer
Ephysteris promptella

Distribution
Ratoon shoot borer has damaged cane at Meringa, the
Herbert Valley, Proserpine, Mackay and Sarina, but occurs as
far south as Brisbane. It is widespread in the Mediterranean,
Africa and Asia.

Damage
Caterpillars bore into young shoots, often killing them and
causing ‘dead hearts’. If the bottom leaves of the shoot are
removed, the tiny pin-hole entrance to the tunnel can be
seen. Damage is only in ratoons, with worst damage in crops
harvested mid-season. All reports of severe damage have
occurred under drought conditions.

Description

Photo 1: Ratoon shoot borer caterpillar.

Management
No insecticides are registered to control this insect.
Caterpillars are well hidden and most damage has been done
by the time the insect is found.

Eggs are pale green-yellow, flecked with shiny blue and goldpink, and are 0.7 mm by 0.4 mm. Caterpillars are yellow and
about 5 mm long (Photo 1). Pupae are boat-shaped, about 4
mm by 1 mm, and are wrapped in a frail cocoon of silk covered
with frass.
Adult moths are 3-4 mm long with a wingspan of 7-10 mm;
males are smaller than females. The wings are dark grey with
white flecks on females and black dots on males.

Biology
Eggs are laid on the cane stalk and probably take a few days
to hatch. Caterpillars tunnel into the stalk and eat the juicy
bottom part. More than one stalk may be attacked by each
larva. Pupae occur on the soil surface or in dead twisted
leaves. Adults emerge 10-14 days after pupation.

sugarresearch.com.au
Copyright © 2013 • All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of SRA. Disclaimer In
this disclaimer a reference to ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means SRA and our directors, officers, agents and employees. Although we do our best to present information that is correct and accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, reliability,
currency or accuracy of the information we present in this Information Sheet, for any purposes. Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of the use of, or
reliance on, any materials and information appearing in this Information Sheet. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this Information Sheet, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss
or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection with the use of this Information Sheet. We recommend that you contact our staff before acting on any information provided in this Information Sheet. Warning Our tests, inspections and
recommendations should not be relied on without further, independent inquiries. They may not be accurate, complete or applicable for your particular needs for many reasons, including (for example) SRA being unaware of other matters relevant to individual crops, the
analysis of unrepresentative samples or the influence of environmental, managerial or other factors on production.

